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G E N. xix. 17. 


Eſcape for thy Life ; ok not bebind thee, 
neither ſlay thou in all the Plain: eſcape - 
0 the Mountain, left thou be conſumed. 


KXXAHESE Words the Angels ſpake to Lot 
& T X and his Family when they had brought 
N them out of Sodom, and were about to 

d. XK of take leave of them. The bleſſed Spirits 
ſeemed apprehenſive of their being yet in Danger 
either of Joitering, or looking back, or ſtaying in 
the Plain, though they were out of the City, and 
therefore puts them in mind their Lives were at 
Stake, and to be diſobedient now, or to delay, 
would be to run the riſk of being conſumed, and, 
in the moſt preſſing manner, charges them in my 
Text, to make the beſt of their Way, and fly for 
| their Lives. r 1 60981 5 et: 
This Part of the divine Hiſtory is really moſt af« 
fecting: Here we may ſee at once both the Good- 
neſs and Severity of God, his Gooneſs in ſaving 
£Z%'s Houſe, his Severity in deſtroying the Cities of 
that Country in ſo awful a manner. * "I, 400 
It appears, by what precedes my Text, that all 
thoſe unhappy Cities, and the Country round 
about, had abounded in all Plenty, and Pride and 
Fulneſs of Bread, as we read in Ezekiel xvi. 49. 
had made them forget God, and in general they- 
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were gone into ſtrange and unnatural Luſts, fo that 
«the Cry of their Sins was gone up to Heaven, and 
the Lord was come down to'deftroy it.” We read in 
the eighteenth Chapter, that three Angels came to 
Abraham the Day before, and ſtaid with him all 
Night, but two of them only came to Sodom, and 
roſe up early in the Morning ; but the third, who 
no doubt was the Angel of the Covenant, Chrif 
Jeſus, ſtaid behind and revealed to Abraham what 
was in his Heart to do to Sodom and the adjacent 
Cities. For a good while the faithful Patriarch 
pleaded, and made Interceſſion for the City, but 
at laſt he ſubmitted, and the Lord went his Wa 
from communing with Abraham, and he Sw 
to his Place.“ F 5 
Here we may obſerve many things worthy our 
Notice: Firſt, how our Saviour would not bring 


0 


his Judgments upon a wicked Place, but he would 


firſt acquaint his Servants, leſt they ſhould have 


been too much ſurprized at the ſudden Stroke, or 


queſtioned: if the righteous were not deſtroyed as 
well as the ungodly, and ſo might have all their 
Life- time been in Cds) leſt he that had viſited 
fo heavily thoſe of Sodom, might by-and-by viſit 
them alſo in the ſame Way; therefore would God 
ſet the Matter in a right Light before his Children, 
ere the Vengeance and the Storm fell. 

Again, we may ſee how our Saviour humbled 
himſelf to ſtay and lodge in a Tent, and diſdained 


not of old to appear in the Form of a Man, for 


in the human Form he and his Angels appeared, 
to Abrubam, Chap. xvii. 2. We have no Right 
to grudge this Happincis to Aoraham, Lot, &c. for 
the ſame Lord and Saviour yet dwells with his Chil- 

dren, and not as a Cruett that tarrieth for a Night, 
but he comgs to make his Abode with us; and 
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no doubt many Angels guard the Beds: and Hou- 

ſes of ſuch as are Heirs of Salvation. And this 

is no Wonder, that they miniſter to us in this 

Way, for they were Witneſſes what Jeſus ſuffered 

to redeem us, and ſaw him in his worſt Agonies 

and Sorrows to ſave us, and muſt count it an Ho- 

nour to attend upon Souls whom God purchaſed 

with his own Blood. Might they ſpeak with us, I 

am perſuaded they would often accoſt us, as once 

Gabriel did the blefſed Virgin, with Hail, thou 

highly favoured ;* but this ſhall be done in Worlds 

to come ; and now they are continually aſcend- 

ing and deſcending before the Throne, to receive 

Orders concerning us; and are daily employed and 

buſied in miniftering and ſerving to us: But 1 

think we have a good Reaſon to give why we 

may not ſee them, but upon ſome particular Oe- 

caſions, nor ſpeak with them; and that is, leſt ve 

ſhould be tempted to worſhip them, or aſcribe 

our Safety to them, and diſhonour and even rob 

our Saviour their Maſter and Maker; and had we 

Liberty to commune with them, it would not be 

fo well with us as now, for then we ſhould be too 

apt to live without that near Fellowſhip which we 

now have with Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and this is bet- 

ter than to have Communion with all the Angels 

in Heaven. | es. ee 

But another Thing is obſervable, and that is the 

Diligence which was ſeen in the Angels, for © they 

roſe up early in the Morning,” and went about their 

grand Buſineſs, which was the ſaving of Lot the 

Nephew of Abraham. O that the Miniſters, who" © 

are a Sort of Angels to the Churches, and have an _ 

Office, tn many Reſpeds, like the Angels, would 

learn hence, that their Buſineſs is the King's Buſi- 

- neſs, and requires Haſte, and that early and late ve EE 3 
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would purſue it, and even not ſtay to ſalute any Man 
by the Way, when Jeſus ſends them, I mean not 
ſtand complimenting and trifling with Souls, but 
plainly, boldly, and at the Loſs of all Things, deal 
in their Work as Servants of that Maſter, with 
whom is no Reſpect of Perſons, and have his Charge 
ſo at Heart, that till they have finiſhed their Courſe, 
and laid down their Staff and Sandals, they might 
grudge no Labour and ſpare no Pains to win Souls 
out of Danger, and get them to flee out of ſpiritual 
Sodom. OY Cs 5 =: 
When the Angels came into the City, they flood 
in the Street oppoſite to Lot's Door, as if the 
would try the good. Man, but he would not reſt 
till they were come in to him, but little thought 
who he had entertained, He littie thought that 
they were come to be Saviours to him; ſuch Bleſ- 
ſings yet attend the receiving and being hoſpitable 
to Strangers, Many, who have received unawares 
a Child of God into their Houſes, may, in the laſt 
Day, hear our Saviour ſay to them, I was a Stran- 
ger, and ye took me in;“ and when they ſhall ſay, 
„% When Lord?” He ſhall anſwer, *f Inaſmuch as ye 
did it to one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye did 
to me.” As ſoon as Lot had brought in his Gueſts, 
the Men of the City, filled with Luſt, would ruſh 
in alſo and know theſe Men; and all the Entreaties 
and wholſom Advice he could make uſe of was of ſo 
little Effect, that they were only ſo much the ruder, 
till the Angels pulled in Lat, and ſmote the Men 
with Blindneſs. Hear this, ye poor Adulterers, 
ye Unclean, and ye who abuſe yourſelves with Luſts, 
and know that the whole is but Fewel for the Fire 
of the laſt Day; but get you to the cold Sweat 
of Jeſus, thoſe great Drops alone can check and 
damp the unholy Fire, and make you, though 9 
8 3 


Hs 
fo polluted, clean; and like Virgins before the 
Throne of God. | | 
As ſoon as Lot was got in again, the Angels began 

their weighty Meſſage thus: Haſt thou any Sons or 
Daughters, or Sons in Law in this Place? or whatever 
thou haſt, bring them out of this City; for we will 
deſtroy it. The Cry of their Sin is gone up to Heaven, 
and the Lord has ſent us to deſtroy it.“ Let believed 
the Wordof God immediately, and wentout towarn 
his Sons in Law, and thofe of his Children that were 
married out. but all in vain. He ſeemed to them only 
as one that had dreamed. I ſuppoſe he told them, Up 
my Children, and come out of this City with me; 

faq before the Sun is well riſen To- morrow, this 
; Poe ſhall be laid in Aſhes, and the Souls therein 
ſhall periſh. But, as I ſaid, however affecting and a- 
ful the Warning had been to him, it had nogreat Ef- 
fect on them. 'Theythought, Poor Zo! he has gotnew 
Fancies, he has always preached to us before now, 
but this is a new Fear that has got into his Brain; 
and they mocked him, and he went grieved away. 
Juſt ſo the Scoffers of our Age make their Game, and 
the Drunkards make Songs on ſuch as come to in- 
vite them from endleſs Ruin: And they do it upon 
the ſame Ground as the Children and Relations of 
Let when they mocked him. 1 do not doubt but 
they looked out and ſaw the Evening as clear and 
calm as ever, no Sign of any Storm, nor a Thunder- 
Cloud in all the Sky, nor the leaſt Appearance of 
Lightnings, or any other blazing Lights in the Air; 
and ſo could reaſonably conclude, it was only a 
Dream of their religious 'but weak-headed Father. 
Men may now ſee no Sign of any approaching 
Evil, bleſs God that they live in a Land of Plenty, 
under a mild Government, and in Peace, and out of 
Fear of Invaſions from Abroad, &e. and fo can de- 
| | 5 12 
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ſpiſe their religious Parents kind Admonitions and 


Warnings, laugh at the Preachers of God's Word, 
and mock thoſe who would beſeech them to be re- 


conciled to God, and come out of the World to be 
ſaved : But let them only remember the Words of our 


Saviour, “ As it was in the Day when Lot went out 
of Sodom, they eat, they drank, were married and given 
in Marriage, the bought, they ſold, they planted 


and builded, till the Fire and Brimſtone rained 
down from Heaven and deftroyed them all; ſo, he 


ſays, ſhall it be when the Son of Man ſhall come in 
his vic be Watch ye, therefore, leſt that Day come 
ſuddenly, and ye be unprepared.” 

When Lot was returned home, and the Day broke; 


the Angels baſtened him, and bid him fly with his 


Wife, and the two young Daughters who were there 


with him, left he alſo ſhould periſh in the ſame Ini- 
quity as the City.” He had been ſtriving and la- 


bouring with others ſo long, that he had well nigh 
ſtayed and periſhed himſelf. This ſhould ſerve to 
teach us, that though we do right in warhing, yea 


in intreating, and perſuading our Friends and Re- 


lations to come with us, and follow the Lamb; yet 


if they will not, we muſt not ſtay with them: In 


this caſe, therefore, we muſt leave our Father and 
Mother, and Brethren and Siſters, and Wife and 


Children, or whoever is dear to us, and go to Hea- 


ven without them, rather than by thinking to 


yield a little for the preſent, to ſucceed with 


our Purpoſe hereafter, we ſtay ourſelves and be 
involved in their Ruin. This has many Times 
been the Caſe: Ariſe, therefore, and leave all 
the World, and follow thou Jeſus out of the 


Camp, bearing his Reproach, for the Lord will 
certainly deſtroy this Place; this World ſhall ſoon 
be conſumed, and all the Kindreds of the 2 
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ſhall mourn in that Day, when he will burn up all 
like an-oven, and when all the Ungodly ſhall be like 
Stubble before his Fire.” In that Day ſhall.it be 
ſaid, ** Bleſſed are all they that have put their Truſt 
in him.” WD 

I ſuppoſe Li had much to do, and was careful 


What he ſhould pack up, and what he ſhould want 


on his Flight, &e. Hence it is ſaid, “ He lingered, 
aud then the Angels took hold on his Hand, and on 
the Hand of his Wife, and on the Hand of his two 
Daughters, (the Lord being merciful to them) and 
brought them out of the Gate of Sodom,” and then 
gave them a ſolemn Charge, ** Now eſcape for thy 
life, laok not behind thee, ſtay not in all the Plains, 
leſt thou be conſumed, but eſcape to the Mountains, 
for I can do nothing till chou art come.“ 
Who could have thought that Lot, who bad 
ſo ſtedfaſtly believed the Word of God, and had ſo 
eagerly laboured to get out his Children and Re la- 
tions, could have lingered himſelf? Vea this went 
ſo far, that had not the Lord been doubly merciful 
to him, he had ſtaid and periſhed after all. 
Hear this, ye ſerious People, who ſurely believe 
that the Lord will deſtroy this World, who look 
upon yourſelves, as called out of it, and who are 
Pilgrims and Strangers in the Earth, and who yet 
linger. You are io careful of your many Matters, 
fo buſied and cumbered about many Things, that 
though called ſo long ago, you have not perhaps 
yet fled to the Refuge, nor laid hold on the Horns 
of the Altar; you have not yet made your Calling 
and Hection ſure, nor got Safety in God's Hiding- 
Place. O may the Lord be merciſul to you, and 
take hold on your Hands and Hearts, and bring 
ou out! May he force you from your Cares and 
Lee in your * State, and with 2 
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Hand and ſtretched-out Arm led you out of all 


Danger, and ſet you above the Reach of Men or 
Devils: Nor let this World, or the World to 
come, nor Life, nor Death, or any Power be ever 
able to pluck you out of his Hands, or ſeparate you 
from his Love. - # | 
When Lot heard this, and knew the Mountains 


were at a great Diſtance, and began to tremble for 
fear he ſhould not be able to reach them before the 
Storm fell, he entreated the Lord to let him turn 
into a Cave in the little City of Zaar; and God 


ſaid, See, I have accepted thee in this Thing; make 
haſte, for I can do nothing till thou art come thither.“ 
Here is Mercy upon Mercy, and Grace for Grace! 


For though he had loitered, the Lord would 


not deſtroy Sodom till he was ſafe; and when 
his Strength failed, and he could not hold out 
to the'Mountains, God provided him a Cave of 
Refuge in Zoar, and hid him there till the Wrath 


Was overpaſt, I do not doubt but as ſoon as 


he entered the Cave, and ſaw the Flames fall, and 
heard the Overthrow of the Cities, he adored that 
Lord who had been merciful to him and brought 
him but, and comforted himſelf in his little Afy- 
lum. Here I will leave him then and his Daugh- 
ters a little, and look back upon his poor Wife; 
for the, notwithſtanding the ſtrict Charge of the 
Angel, © Look not behind thee,” had ventured to do 


it, and was ſtruck dead, and left as a ſtanding Monu- 


ment of Diſobedience upon the Plain. Ske had 


left the City, with her Huſband and Daughters, 
but, perhaps, thought upon the Riches, t 


fine 
Streets and well-adorned Houſes; which now muſt 
all be burnt and deſtroyed, and in her Heart turn- 


ed · back; and, while ſhe looked about to ſee the 
City once more before it was in Flames, ſhe was 


turned 
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turned into a Pillar of Salt. So ſome have left the 
World in its lying Vanities, have forſook all the 
Delicacies of the Mother of Harlots, and followed 
the Saviour and his People a little while, but have 
by-and-by ſecretly wiſhed for ſome of the old 
Pleaſures, the ſweet darling Sins which they had 
left; they have forgot that they were called to be 
a Sort of ſpiritual Rachabites, and have wanted 
Houſes, Lands, or wiſhed to indulge themſelves a 


little longer in the Feaſts and Drinkings of this 


World before it ſhould be all burnt up; and they 
have been there left and made Spectacles for Angels 
and Men, who were unworthy of the Kingdom, 
and loved the World better than our Saviour. O 
my dear Friends, you who are now eſcaped out of 
the World, and at any Time ſhould find a Hanker- 
ing after the Things you have left, hear what our 
Saviour ſays, Remember Lots Wife !” Yes, remem- 


ber her Fall, and run your Race, looking to Jeſus, 


reſolved not to go back, nor even to look back, 


Jeſt you alſo fall thro? the ſame Example of Uubelief. 


The ſame Meſſage which the Angels brought to 
Lot, I bring to you To-day, Up, for the Lord will 
deſtroy this Place.” This World, however fine and 
goodly, however pleaſant or valuable, ſhall, ere 
long, feel the Fire of the great Refiner, The beau- 
tiful Sun, that governed this Day, ſhall be darken- 


ed, the Moon ſhall be turned to Blood; and thoſe 


bright Stars that have ruled the Night, and lighten- 


ech the dark Pavilion of the Heavens, ſhall fall and 


be darkened : Every Mountain and the green Hills 
ſhall depart, and every well-built City, and every 
fine Houſe, ſhall be deſtroyed; and not one Stone 
left upon another which ſhall not be thrown down. 
Let me not ſeem to you as one that has dreamed ; 
Do not believe as the Sons and Daughters of Lot, 
e 2 3 
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but know ye, *© the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 


It, and he will do it. Up, then, and eſcape for your 
Life, for your eternal Life, look not behind you, nei- 
ther ſtay in all the Plains, leſt you be conſumed.” 

“ Eſcape for thy Life:“ This belongs to every 


Soul under Heaven, and intimgtes ſo much, Thou 


art in Danger, thy Life is at ſtake, but there is a 
Refuge; there is a Storm coming, but there is a 

Hiding-Place prepared by him who is not willing 
any ſhould periſh, bur that all ſhould come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth and be ſaved. If the 


Danger I ſpeak of was only that of lofing our 
. temporal Lives, O that would be but little; and 


yet, even in ſuch a Cafe, what Pains and Labours 
do ſome takez and at what Expences are they to 
ſupport or to preſerve a Life, which is but like a 

Veaver's Shuttle, and like a Dream at beft? But 
the Life I ſpeak of is for ever and ever. If 


therefore have a Mind to eſcape the Danger of the 
ſecond Death, if you have a Deſire to get everlaſting 
Life, N Our Saviour ſets it before you, and 


tells you, Come unto me, believe in me, look upon 


me, and you ſhall not periſh, you ſhall have everlaſt- 
ing Life,” He has appointed a Place of Sanctuary, 
a Refuge in the ſtormy Wind and Tempeſt; and 


whoever ſees or fears the impending judgments 


which ſhall come upon the world; whoever is 


willing to leave all and. follow him, he ſhall not cry 
as if there was no Safety, he ſhall not be in ſuch a 


State for which there is no Remedy, no Help, no 
Cure; for though his Sins are numberleſs, great 


and heinous; though the Remembrance of them is 
grievous, and the Burden of them intolerable ; 


though they were more in Number than the Hairs 


upon his Head, and though his Heart fails, ftill 


there is a Place to fly to, there is an Aſylum, there 
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is an Altar, a Sanctuary, from which none have 


ever been dragged. It is the Croſs of Jeſus, it is, 


our Saviour: KEicape hither, and thy Soul ſhall live. 
Whoever comes td his Blood ſhall never periſh; it 
is the very Fountain of Life, and was opened be- 


cauſe of Sin and Uncleanneſs. Out of mere Pity and 


Grace our Saviour contrived this, for the healing of 


the Nations, and invites all to theſe Waters: All 


the many heavy and even terrible Thinzs ſpoken of 
in the Scripture, either of the Judgment to come, 
of Death, or the Chains of Darkneſs, is only, if poſ- 
fible, to awaken the Soul to a Senſe of the Realit 

of that Loſs it can ſuſtain if it ſtays with the World 
in the unregenerate State; and, therefore, is it as 
often, and far more often ſhewn what Love Jeſus 
bears to Sinners; how he has died for them; how 
he is not pleaſed with the Death of them that die, 
but would have them come to him, and be ſaved; 
and the Language of his tender Heart hourly is: 
« Eſcape for thy Life: Come to me, and I will re- 
ceive thee; aſk of me, and I will give thee living 
Water: Eſcape to me, and thou ſhalt live.” May 


all that hear me obey his Voice, hearken, and come, 


and ſo fave their Souls alive! 


The next Pait of the text is: Look not behind 
thee.“ This belongs to ſuch as have been awakened, 


and are really concerned about their Salvation. Our 
Saviour knew how many Snares ſhould be laid far 
ſuch well-meaning Souls ; how many Contrivances 
Satan and the World would have to ſeduce them 
back; therefore in general he charges them : ** Look 
not behind thee. Remember Lo!'s Wife.” Remem- 
ber, he that putteth his Hand to the Piow andlopks 
back, is not fit for the Kingdom of God. The Charge 


he gave the Prophet, who cried e the Altar in 
Bebel, is what he gives to thec, 


urn not againby 
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again into their old Sins by little and little, and 


the Way thou cameſt.” You know what Wonders 
God wrought in ſaving his People once out of 
Egypt; how he fought for them, how he dried up 
a Way for them through the Sea, and made the 
Waters ſtand on Heaps on each Side till they were 
ſafe over; how he plagued Egypt till they let them 
go, and at laſt buried all the Hoſts Pharaab that 
purſued them in the Deeps of the Waters, and then 
ſet the good Land of Canaan before them“ a Land 
flowing with milk and Honey; the Glory of all 
Lands,” But after all, thoſe who before had groned 
under the Bondage of the Heathen, and had cried in 
their Affliction and were delivered, forgot it, and 
began to wiſh for the Fleſh-Pots of Egypt, Garlick, 
Onions, and Cucumbers; and though they had Man- 
na and Fowl in Abundance, and were kept with 
Water out of the Rock, they were not contented : 
« In their hearts, it is ſaid, they turned back into 
Egypt; wherefore God was not pleaſed with them, 
but they periſhed in the Wilderneſs.” They deſpiſ- 
ed the Land before them, and choſe preſent Eleſ- 
ſings, though ſo ſmall and trifling, and it became 
a Hurt to them, ſo that they could not enter into his 


Reſt. Many ſerious People ſet out after a good Man- 


ner, they run well, till by-and-by ſomewhat of their 
old pleaſures appear before them, their Cagggany 
perſuade, their own Luſts tempt, and the Enemy Is 
perpetually buſy in ſeeking to get them to look back, 
and at laſt he ſucceeds; they return as a Dog 
to his Vomit, and as a Sow that is waſhed to her 
wallowing in the Mire.” Theſe are they, who, 
for the Sake of temporal Riches; or Pleaſures, or 


for other Things, venture the Loſs of the heavenly 


Canaan, the New-Jeruſalem, and the true promiſ- 
ed Land; theſe are they who look back, and fall 
5 dieſpiſe 


5 | . 
deſpiſe the Glory of all Lands. Not fo did Moſes, © 
he choſe rather to ſuffer Affliction with the People 
of God, than to be a Prince, and be called the Son of 
Pharaoh's Daughter, and —_ the Pleaſures of Sin, 


which are for a Seaſon, His Eye was to another 
World; nor would he look back till had heentered, 
by the Gates, the Paradiſe of God. Be ye, my Bre- 
thren, not like the diſobedient Wife of Lot; count it 


not a Pity that this whole World, and its Faſhions 


and Rarities paſs away, and are burnt up withour 
being enjoyed by you; you haye a better World, 
and a Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken before you. 
Nor be you like the fooliſh H raelites, who forgot fo 
eaſily and ſo ſoon their cruel Servitude in Egypt, and 
only remembered their Fleſh. Pots and Herbs, and 


fo diſpleaſed God their Saviour. No, never forget 


the cruel Slavery you have been in under the Yoke of 


Satan, and out of what extream Diſtreſs and deep 


Miſery you have groned when you ſerved Sin, and 


felt the fearful Smart of a guilty Mind, and the 


looking for Judgment, Above all, forget not the 
Price God the Lamb paid to reſcuſe ycu irom ſuch a 
Thraldom and curſed State; how he trembled and 
ſweat Blood, and was fo many Years acquainted . 
with Grief only to ranſom you. ) do not play 
with the moſt High, or trifle with Jeſus ; but leave 

all, r dare caſt a wiſhful Look back oh any of 


your former Sins, or on this World, for it is dan- 


gerous; but, eſcape for thy Life, and look not 
behind thee.“ c 


The third Part of the Text is: „Neither ſtay 


thou in all the Plains; eſcape to the Mountains, leſt 


thou be conſumed.” 
This belongs to People who are come out fram 


the World, who are very much againſt looking back, 


but yet ſettle in a ſtrange lukewarm ERtate; and 
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with all their Cry againſt the World, and condemning 
of Apoſtates, themſelves are ſtaying, as it were, in 
the Plains, and not arrived at the Mark of the Prize 
of their high Calling; they are not yet happily per- 
ſuaded of their Intereſt in Chriſt; they have not re- 
ceived the Ear neſt of their everlaſting Inheritance, 
and do not know their Sins are forgiven. Of theſe 
there are many in the World whoſe Hearts daily 
miſgive them, and who inwardly feel they are not 
right, and yet ſtay or halt, almoſt perſuaded to be 
Chriſtians. Theſe are they to whom the Holy Ghoſt 
gives this Advice, „Stay not in all the Plains, but 
eſcape to the Mountains,” By the Mountains we 
may underſtand, in a ſpiritual Senſe, the Mount Zi- 
on, the everlaſtins Hills, the End and Height of all 
our Aims in this Pilgrimage. But left you might think 
as Lot did when he found himſelf grow weary and tir- 
ed, O let me turn into Zoar and live;” leſt you 
might think, O I am afraid I ſhall never hold out, 
I ſha!l not arrive timely to the Mount of God, I feel 
my Strength verylittle, and my Corruptions and Sins 
ſtrong: therefore has God, your God, the Saviour, 
your Saviour, prepared for you a Zoar; he has or- 
deted a Cave whereto.you may fly; it is his own 
cpen Side! His Wounds are the bett Refuge, the ſaf- 
eft and molt ſecure Place to fly to in Heaven and 
Earth, Methinks J hear him ſay to you, I know thy 
Weakneſs; I know thy little Strength, and how thou 
vouldſt not hold out till thou ſhouldft reach the eter- 
nal Reſt; the Storm would have ſurely overtaken thee, 
and thou wouldſt have been conſum'd; therefore behold 
my Hands and my Feet; ſee my pierced Side, and turn in 
there, and thou ſhalt be ſafe; hide thee there, and no 
Harm ſhall befall thee. This ſhall be to thee like the 
Shadow of a great Rock ina weary Land. This is the 
Voice of our Beloved ; and this is his Language to 
guilty Souls, who are flying fort heir Lives, I _ : 
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Indeed no other Plea you may try, and God's Sword 
will find you; his Fire ſhall burn you out: The 
Avenger of Blood will purſue you, and cut you in 


Pieces; but turn in there; fly to the wounded 


Lamb of God, take Refuge under his Shadow, and 
ou ſhall be ſafe in Time and in Eternity, in the 
our of Death and in the Day of Judgment. O 
turn to that Friend of Sinners, that Cityof Refuge ; 
betake yourſelf to Jeſus, and lay open all your 
Frights and Fears, your Guilt and Sins before him. 


He will hear you, he will accept you, and ſhew 


Mercy to you, and under his Wings you ſhall reſt, 
and none ſhall make you afraid. 

Juſt ſo as Lot coals comfort himſelf in his Cave, 
when all around him was in Flames, ſo ſhall you 
comfort yourſelf in Chriſt's Wounds, and in his 
Arms you ſhall feel that Peace the buſy and cum- 


bered World are Strangers to; that Joy which they . 


meddle not with; and that Safety in the Aſſurance 
of your everlaſting Part in the Love of God as is in- 
expreſſible. You will then be for inviting all into 
your Strong- Hold; every affrighted Sinner you will 
call into your Refuge, and every uneaſy Heart en- 


treat to come and reſt with you out of the Reach of 


all Harm or Dangers. Do not then linger anylonger 
ou half- minded People, nor make light of it; for 
* only how weighty it is to our Lord God, I 


can do nothing, he faith, till thou art come.“ As if 


he had ſaid, Knoweſt thou, my poor Child, why the 
Angels with their deſtroying Weapons are ordered 


not yet to deſtroy: Or why thoſe who have the Power 
over the Winds, are forbid to hurt the Earth, or any 


green Tree: Or whythe ſolongthreatened Tempeſt is 
delayed, and the Storm kept back? It is becauſe thou 


art not yet marked, thou art not yet got into the Ci 


of Refuge; thou art in an unſafe and inſecure Ei- 
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tate, and I am fo tender over thee, I cannot ſuffer 
the laſt Trumpet to blow, nor ſet the Angel to pro- 
claim TIME SHALL BE NO LONGER, till thou haſt 
eſcaped into the true ZoAR ; till my new Name has 
ſealed thee to the Day of Redemption, and my bleed- 
ing Wounds have ſheltered thee, O my Child, make 
- haſte and eſcape hither, for I can do nothing till 
thou art come. This is indeed the Caſe : If Jeſus 
was not in Heaven, with his Veſture dipt in Blood; 
if his Cries and Tears did not avail ſo powerfully, 
and his Interceſſion take ſuch Effect, before now we 
bad been like Sodom and Gomorrah, or Admah and 
Zeboim; and Tyre and Sidem had not been in a more 
etched Eſtate than we. And this is the true Rea- 

| — why Judgments and ſudden taking of Ven- 
ance is not ſo frequent now as formerly: Then 
Fire from Heaven, Earthquakes, Plagues, and many 
ſhocking Strokes of divine Juſtice chaſtened the 
Sins of whole Countries, and of particular Men, 
but now our High-Prieft ſtands before the Throne; 
He ſpreads out his Hands, and turns away the 
Wrath. Inſtead thereof he invites the Sinner to 
him, and having borne the Storm and Weight of 
all our Wrath in his own Body and Soul when he 
hung on the Tree, he has the juſt Right to ſhelter 
whom he will. May all that hear me to-day take 
the Alarm. Up for the Lord will deftroy this 
Place.” And becauſe ye ſurely expect it yourſelves, 
and believe ere long the World that now is, ſhall be 
conſumed, and that all who belong to. it will periſh, 
therefore, Eſcape for your Lives, look not behind 
you, nar ſtay in all the Plains; but haſten to Jeſus, 
and obtain of him Pardon and eternal Life ; and 
then let the Judgments-come when they will, you. 
mall be ſafe, and like Virgins, ready to meet the 
Bridegroom. Lou ſhall not be in Danger by any 
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Means; Jeſus ſhall be your Saviour, and “ the 
eternal God your Refuge; his everlaſting Arms 
ſhall be underneath you, and his Wounds ſhall 
ſhelter you in your laſt Hours, in the great Day, 
and in all Eternity. You ſhall find what the Scrip- 
ture means which ſaith, A Man ſhall be for a 
Hiding-place in the Storm, and a Covert in the 
Wind and Tempeſt, and like the Shadow of a great 
Rock in a weray Land,” In the Day when the 
Sign of the Son of Man ſhall be ſeen coming in 
the Clouds of Heaven in his Father's Glory, and 


with his ten thouſands of Saints, and all his holy 


Angels, when the Heavens ſhall melt at his Pre- 
ſence, and a Shower of Fire ſhall burn up the 


| Earth, and all ſhall tremble and be ſhaken terribly, 


that Soul ſhall be happy who has made his Wounds 
their Zoar, and who have in time of Grace and Sal- 
vation fled to his Side for Refuge. 'That Harbour 
is ſafer and better than the City into which Lot 
turned; more ſecure than the Sanctuary in the 
Temple, and that Cave more nigh to cvery af- 
frighted Soul, who would ſain flee from Wrath to 
come, and more real, commodious and ſuitable than 


that wherein Lot hid with his Daughters, or that - 


wherein Elias was preſerved when the ſtrong Wind 
paſſed by before the Lord, and rent the Nouns 
tains, and broke in Pieces the Rocks, and which + 
was followed by an Earthquake and Fire : For 
when once a poor Sinner is become a Refuge here, 
and is got to his crucified Saviour, and by Faith has 
laid hold on his Grace, and entered into his Em- 
braces, Perſecution, Sickneſſes, Troubles, Loſſes, 
Famine, the Sword, and Death with all his Ter- 
rors, and Satan with all his Rage, may paſs by and 
threaten, but © no Harm fhall happen unto them, 
nor any. Evil come near their Dwelling.” 9 

ſuch 
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ſuch an one be called ſuddenlyat Midnight to meet 
the Bridegroom, he is ready, like a Virgin with his 


= — — * — — — x —— — . 
. — 2; — - — — 
— — 2 2 Da = — 
— — % = > l 
- — — 2 — 2 _ 2x2 . — 
2 ==. < — — — x — 225 — 
— — —— — = > - — 


2 2 —— >] 
> So © — —_ — 


— 
— * 


Lord's Warning, and eſcapes to Jeſus. Thus may 


Sz 


live in this Safety; and when we die may we de- 
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Lamp burning; and ſhould he ſee all in Flames 
about him, and find Men's Hearts failing, he could 
fing with a e The Lord, the eter- 
nal God is my Refuge, my Fortreſs, my Tower, my 
Safe- guard, w Strong-hold, the Lord is my Hi- 
ding Place and my Sanctuary for ever!“ \ 
hus ſhall the Man be bleſſed who takes the 


my and I be bleſſed ; and as long as we live may we 


part in Peace, and ſtand in the Judgment boldly, 
and be indeed like Doves who are fled to the Cletts 
of the Rock, and are ſaved. | | 
Grant this, O moſt dear SAvioux, to all here, 
for thy tender Mercies Sake. Amen. 


